46	Morocco Awakes
Only in one respect could the new Resident-General
make no progress. Mulai Hafid's nerve had gone He
became obsessed with fears for his personal safety, and
it was impossible to deal with a ruler who one day
wished above everything else to abdicate and the next
refused to countenance the idea.
On one thing, however, he was determined—to seek
safety in Rabat on the Atlantic coast Once there,
after a period of terrifying indecision, he decided to
leave Morocco on August 3ist But even then it was
only with the utmost difficulty he was persuaded to
sign the letters of abdication, letters he refused to part
with until embarked on a French cruiser He left, as
most Moors would have done, trying desperately to
obtain every possible concession from the Republic,
and, like most Moors, he was an astute bargainer
The Khalifa of Fez> Mulai Yussef, was chosen as his
successor, and accepted by the shereefs of Wazzan and
the ulemas of Fez. A gentle, religious man of the blood
royal, bent upon maintaining the traditions of his
Alaouite ancestors, it seemed at first unlikely that he,
the nominee of the usurper and the infidel, would ever
possess much influence In actual fact, to the joy of
the French authorities, he turned out to be an admirable
ruler, for his religious tendencies, combined with a
sense of the dignity and sacred character of his office
as Khalif of the Western World, soon appealed to the
Moors Encouraged by Lyautey, himself a lover of
pageantry, he revived the old world ceremonies with
all their splendour, and every Friday proceeded in
state to the mosque, pavilioned under the royal um-
brella, escorted by the black guards, and preceded by
spearmen. It was a great success His subjects loved
this display of pomp and circumstance which had for

